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With web technology and Canvas as ammunition, Synergy lcons of San Diego is revolutionizin

the world of e-tailing

Lon Sefloo is a man of mary talarts whio can summon ary ans of them upon command when
necessary. Amaong his many credits include founding thrae compares from start-up,
developing ower seventy software applications, and registaring more than ene hundred fifty
coprights, During the late eighties, ha even ploneered the assistke technotogy field with a
series of mnovations mcluding SenSe - the workds first voice-activated computer hardwara
and sofvaare systerms for the disabled,

Just last year Lon co-founded San Deepo-basedSynaray Icons with business partner Jeff
Clowgh, a farmer Chief Enginesr of the U5, Maval Acadermy [LESNA) and MIT graduate with two
degraes i Enginearing. As the main principeds, the two of tham are leadng the way in anlins
rarketing toods for Forune 500 companies. Thair products are downlosdabla paper modeds
used primarily for web site promotion purpeses. At wirtually no overhead, Synargy kons
operates without any mventory and with menimal personned - & very profitable set up that
Loa giwes credit ToCanyas fior succass.

"Synergy lcons produces the workd's first tangible products destributed axclusiaaly owver tha
Internat,” Lon suplains. "We start with digital photographs and usa Canvas to implament our
entira Patent Pending process, which results in a downloadable, photo-realistic threa-
dimensional moded, Jur product models mclude averyihing from Boging 737s 1o historicad
lendmarks, Canvas atso gives us the power to publish POF files directly onto owr server for
wab distribution.”

The possieities are endless with models from Syrergy [oons: specialty advartising, sales,
new product promotion, web content, etc, Once downboadied from the company's web site, they
can be easly assembled as paper modeds in minutes, Each of the downleadable models is
craated from scratch i Canvas,

“Wehen we worked with the Port of 5an Diega for the San Disgo Port Activity Center web site,
e wector Huslration features m Canwvas were oritical,” says Lo “n onder Lo produce tha
Baeing 737 and 747 moadets for this particular project, we nesded to control arcs with
codered fills, ereate irregular shapes with unigue gradients fills, and generate appropriate
looking text. Canvas provided all of the necessary toods. In fact, this web site recently recesved
e prastigious indistry recagnitions: the American Association of Port Authorities 'Best Web
Site in the Western Hemisphere' Award and the Public Relations Saciety of America 'Bast-In-
Class’ web site.”

Besides corporate projects, Symergy leons alse has a major presance in the state of
Califormia’s educational curncdlum. This started when they wers comimessionsd Dy farmes
San Diego Mayar Susan Golding 0o create downlestabie maodels of 5an Diego's six mast histornc
landrnarks. Throwgh this particutar project, Lon leamed that Cailornia has a Federal mandate
10 feach state hstony in the Fowth Grade. As one part of the requirement, all fourth graders
in Calfarma must karn about Mission Basdlica de Alcala, which is a landmark momesment
considered to be the hirthplace of California, and buld 3 rapliica of it, This program was
recently fagtwrad on the MSMNBC wel site, As a result. NBC has agraed to bacome an pfficial
madia sponsor for Synergy lcons by assistmg with promotion ectwvities theoughout Cakfornea
and also nationally.
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With web technology and Canvas as ammunition, Synergy lcons of San Diego is revolutionizing
the world of e-tailing (continued)

"Synergy koons gnd San Deego Unified Schools have partnerad to provids the Mission Model Kit to
all fowrth graders throwghout 5zn ego, which = appromately 17,000 students, and then
througheut the entire state of Califomnia to sppraxmately 510,000 students,” explains Lon.
“Alter this expansion into the educational market, we started using Canvas to design geomsatric
shapes craated from digital phategraphs of sctual landrmarks. The resulting dewnloadable models
enable students ta bidd and view Faportant, histarical places s Califormia that thay may not
have the apportumity to wisit "

Synenygy lcons ralies heavily on the pracise drawing capabdities within Canvas to produce
these intricate tamplates evailable from their wabsita, "The sbility of Canvas to create
irregular objacts, edit peants, and insert fills with captured textures is key to our product
lime,® says Jeff. "We have to create imeguéar shapes that can be cut frorm an 8 142 X 11 card
stock and then folded wp into an acourate replca of a partcular structure. With Canvas, we can
ed1 These objects wnti the pieces fit together with unparalieled accuracy.”
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Since craating these modete often involves working with comples digital texture pattems, bath
Jelt and Lor have Bacome experts with the iI'r'IﬂQE EC“I"IQ laatuwras ol Canvas, Fara currant
prl:'leEI with Ba:p"&f' Prarmaceuticals, the Carmera 1o0f was usad 1o cragle 3 spacal Tl “wWe
recently developed a model dog for Bayer's Veternary Division by digitally cagpturing fur frarm
my awn dag,” explains Lon, "With the Camera taal ;m Careas, | 'was able to replicate the fur
pattarn cnto vanous irreguiar shapes. This proecess praduced a very photo-realistic paper dog.
Wa have used the Camara toal time and time again for numerows assignments includng anes for
the San [iego Musaum of Man and the San Dicgn foo.”

Drce & modal design is complete, it = puelishad to the Synergy loons web site iPDF Torm -
which prowvides a quick way far the comgany to distribute its products online at a nominal cost.
"With aur dependence on the Internet increasing eveny day, POF is bacaming more ard more
important for document handling and distribution,” says Lon, "This particular file format can
reproduce a newspapar page, a brochure, or an HTML page. Whather it's stored on a disk, sent
vid e-mall, or burmed on a €0, Canvas-esported PDEs will include the proper text, graphics,
and format comprassed as amall a3 possible for afficlent transfer and storage."

"The PDF Export feature in Camvas 8 is critical to cur product line," Jeff adds. "Since



everythang is distributed via the ternst and wsually very graphic in nature with comglas
wectors and digital liFs, accuracy and Nie sire are of the ytmost importance. Wea alten Lake a
finished file that is running aporoximately 25 MB oo more and cormgrass it all the way down o
HO0 KB with the Carmsas 8 POF Expart filter.”

Mow that Symergy kcons has demonstrated how major corporations around the world are
successfully using Its sendces, others are quickly lining up to gat a plece of the action too.
Company projects that ane already in the works include ones for McDonalds Corporation,
General Motors, Birch Telecom, and WOLF Radio Dallas - Just 1o name a faw, With everything
that"s on the honzon, it's certainly an exeitng time for Synergy loons and Canvas contirues to
play & very Enportant part of i all

"Canvas contans all of cur nocessary design software t2als n one application,” says Jeff, "As a
result, wa only naad to upgrade ang support one sppbcation, Caryes has aiowed we 1o produce &
highar gushty product in less time than wa could sccomplish with any combination of other
products. Mot to martion, kaving just one full-featured product at ouwr fingertips cuts an
immeasuraie amcunt in payroll and indirect costs while providing a hegher level of service to
our customers. | definitely believe that our company and Canvas have created & tue “synangy”
in every sensa of the waord,”
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