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SenSei:

Environmental

Control and More

My name i5 Elizabeth 1.1 am 38
years old and am a quadriplegic.

Before having the SenSei® Sys-
tem in my lifie, my daily activity
was very very limited. Just before
my personal cane assistant left me
each aftemoon, | would be placed
in my wheelchair in front of the
tclevision set. The television
wolld be se1 on one swation and
there it would stay whether Tliked
it or not. | was not in control. I
could not change the channel or
adjust the volume. Almost every-
day, my mother would come horme
from her job and find me asleep

im frond of the ielevision. Now that
[ have SenSei®, Toan mirn the ele-
vision on or off at

will, adjust the vol
ume and change the
channel to waich
what [ plcase.

In the winter months,
before [ had SenSei®,
the sun would set in
the carly evening. On
SO OCCASIONS, my
mother would not get
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Product
Information

afko Inter-
national
; manufactures
the computer based en-
vironmental control
unit that Elizabeth
wrote about in the pre-
vious article.

;Tht: unit allows indi-
viduals with physical,
cognitive, and
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home until afier sun-
sel. When this would happen, she
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would amve home 6o find me sii-
ting 1 the dark becagse we had
[orgotien to leave a light wmed on,
With SenSci® , I control my envi-
rommeent. Mol only can 1 control the
lights, but | can control the ceiling
fan, the thermostat and other elec-
trcal applhances.

On days when | Knew someone
would be over, 1 would have 1o
arramge o have the front door ket
unlocked and opened. 1 was nec-
cssary bl scary, 1 was afrasd of
intruders, Mow, [ have my door
lock hooked up to my SenSei®
Syztem and [ can let people in who
I wani to see. In the case of a fire
of personal emergency,

I could not call for help before
ScnSei® . Now, with the wlephone
connected 1 my SenSei®, I can

Telephone Daaling " emvironmeni

call for help or dial 931 if the need
should arise.

When I wanted Towriie inmy per-
sodval journal or weile o letier toa
iricnd, T would have o diciae
what T wanied 1o say 0 someons
clse and have them write it down
for me. Now, with SenSei® T have
the ability to write for myself. This
is maore imporiant than [ can say

The SenSei® Systiem even has sofi-
ware programs and games thag |
can share with my children, This
gives me guality time with them
gven though my physical move-
ment 15 50 limated.

Ii 1 hawve something important o
dho, Tean do it myself. Tdon'thave
to rely so much on someone clse.
I am not afraid w be left alone an
home because the system allows
me 10 be in control and take care
of mysell, Tlove the independence,

control and the povacy that I now

have with the help of SenSei® A
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SenSei” (which 15 a Japanese term
mcaning masier or leacher) pro-
vides hands-free access o compul-
ers, environmental controls (in-
cluding lights, heating and AC,
doors and secunily ) and compuler
bazed books.

IvoiTers welephone access with the
abulity o place or answer phome
calls without exiling any running
compuicr programs, The sysiem is
available with many different ap-
tons mchading computer based
applications such as word prosces-
surs, spreadshect programs, draw-
ing applications and database sofl-
Ware.

The SenSer™ svetem cun be con-
trolled through a vanely of inpul
devices ¢.g., adapied keyboards,
ahility switches.

The manulciurer stues that the
undl is virually resdy o go right
from e box and requires very
hitle training. SenSei® incorpo-
rales graphic navigation, Graphic
navigation relies on the users ahil-
iy 10 recognize piclures as repre
sentations of vanous-enoviron-
ments & 2., bedroom, kitchen, et
and ohjects e.p., radio, VCR, TV,
lamps. It may be used by people
“Homee Tech Mena ™ Coml on page 3
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of all ages as well as by individu-
als with differing levels of ¢ogni-
tivee abality.

The SenSer® allows nonverbal us
ers the ahility to communicale.
With the Sentence Construction
kit a series of nouns and verbs can
be combined to form seniences
with digitized or recorded human
voiree. The Type Talker allows the
user by iype from the screen key-
board and have the compuler say
whatever is being typed

The base package sells for ap-
proximately B6 (M0 The com-
pany will develop a system o meet
the individual users needs. The
total cost of the SenSer™ will vary
depending on the configuration.
For instance. if an individual al-
ready has a computer the sysiem
can be developed around it 11 not,
Safko Imemational will supply the
appropriate compuler, Maciniosh
or [BM, as pant of the package,
The hase price of SenSci® with a
compuier is 55, 000.00,

For additienal information contaet
Salke International, Inc., PO
Box 1479, Chandler, AZ 85244-
1479, Phone; (#02) 731-9805,

Alert Units

ADA Enterprises manufaciurer
of Life-Lite Products olfers three

products for individusls with hear- |||

Ing IMPAITIMENLS,

The first unit i a combinanon
smoke detector and photoelectric
strobe light. During a fire or if

there 15 smoke the detector’s alam
will sound. Within 15 seconds the
strobe light will activate.

The unit is able 10 wake a heanng
mpaired person because of the
light’s intensity and the number of
Mashes per minute, This unit is
wizll sutted 1o individuals with
hearing impairments but also for
any situation where individuals
may need enhanced warnings.

Additional strobe lights are avail-
able for remote visual sipnals that
may be placed anywhere in the
home,

The second product 15 3 remoie
strobe that has a built in relay
which allows it to be activated by
any hard wired smoke detector.

The third product is a standard
doorhell combined with a strobe
light. The unit works like a con-
ventional doorbell. Multiple strobe
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lights can be linked 10 the unil for
placement throughout the home.

For addittonal information con-
tact: ADA Enterprises, 9 Abbey
Lane, P{) Box 16K,
Middlchorough, MA 02346
Phone: (508) 947-9880.A

HomeTech
News

Rizource Fair for Individuals
with Special Needs. Reading
Memorial High Schonl
Gymaosiam, 62 Oakland Rd.,
Reading, MA, On Tuesday, A pril
2, from T:30 ru—9:30 prM.
HomeTech and more than 50 ather
organizations thau provide services
iy inchividuals with special needs
will be present. For more
information call: (617) 944-3284,

HomeTech will also be present o
the Massachusetts Transition
Initiative conference. Thursday,
April 11, 19596 800 as— 3200 rai.
Best Westemn Roval Ploa Hoael,
151 Boston Post Boad West,
Marlborough, MA. IT vou would
like additonal informaticn call:

(617) 2B7-TETNVITTY.A

Community News

On April 18, 199 from 00 am-
4:00F e e New Hampshire As-
sistive Technology and Aging
Training Series will present:
Hearing, Seeing, and Gelting
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