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Chandler firm will hire 100 people
after $10 million deal with Sweden

Ry ANGELAL GONIALES

Safke Internztiosed Inc., & sl
Uhpndler-based manufacturer of come
pudiz wslems For the physically disa-
bled, expects o hire 1D new employ-
e2d Ik the Valley omce it signs am
sgreement io provide 30,000 compiser
svslems (o lhe Swedish gemernment

The idcialid Swedish governmeni
s armarked S50 maban 1o helip the

phoscadly digalded fegain asployment.
says Lem 5. Safko, president and
founder of privasely beld Salko Trtes-
natidinal.

OF that $500 milion. Safio expecss
inicially to sell $10 milion woeth of
compurer suEpmenl Lo (be Baropean
crmiry.

"“They will By, bee wiys, ' The imdi-
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Skipp, a quadriplegic, can control his bed, radio and television set with the

use of his computer setup.

Swedish pact should yield $10 million, 100 new jobs for company

Continned from page 1
cation 15, they want dur procluct. I'moneal
mcibed abowwi chis posibiling. ™

He plans o sign 1he dgrevmesd with che
Sweldiid gorenment soon. 1'm shooilag
for ol least signing a prefsvinary conlract
by Sepi. 1,7 b i@y,
) The agreement should be & major shoi
in dbx arm for Safke internationad, which
employs anly seven people now. Afuer
hreakimg even sines he cosgpany's incep-
liom im 1996, i&¢ small manufaciarer
hopes 1o expand greatly and use the Swed-
i aleaal ay a sprimgbaard for growth,

Once the parchase nrder for equipment
is made, Sallo says, be will noed at beast
I people Lo manofaciore asd markea
the product.

The conpasy™s s fscharing pland i

In Washimmives minka hos alame aall fe

tratbon, sabes and marketing, amd hard-
ware and software enginearing deparn-
maents.

The 108 propie Safin hopes 1o hire
would be @ comManiian of =killed and
umskilled labog, including accousting,
andes, marketing and sechnical persoassl.

I woald drais De¥iy [Inmitwie] ar
Amroma Siase Liniverdity' as soom as | sign
this, " he says,

Safke =y he never imleaded to maries
Bis pradust in alher countries. Bul he
adds tha socipglis! governments arc ahead
of ibe game when it cames o providieg
funding for programs for their cigizens,
Om the other hand, be sy, “ihe Ameri.
&N government & caly bepinning o real-
iz 1k v Baman resources availalle and
ER pasting laws to cep Uhat redgsires, "

[ SR

qualified asdidaies away become of &
physical &sabality, no maoiter how severs
ihe disabilicy.

Stemdy growth hat been the hallmark of
the cumpany since it was Foussded i 1956,
The fiest year, Safko's goal Wi 10 bemak
even. This year he sagrines Lo sell anly 12
maore al his coeneiy's compaier sysiesma,
wikich ure calied SenZel, from the Japa-
nezg term of dignity meaning *“master' par
"'l.Eth.ﬁ'."

B he plams 1o sell 100 sysiems nex
year; them F00 the: ToSlowing year,

Wirhin theee wears, Safion wmys, he
hapes 1o sefl 2 minksyum of 1,000 sysiom
a year. The syroen i@ based an the Appie
Maciniedh computer fine and I8 devigned
b0 meist poople with physical disabilales
im perfosmdng lasks thal had previcesdy

phiie ar operade such deviess & teling-
moms and videscasserie recapders, IE also
Bis capahilities for predocisg peofes-
monal documesits uging word processing
and graphics.

Chzacdriplegics cam eominal [ber environ-
ments by poinging & head-moanted mouse
ingest devien snd blowing inco & amall tube
whan the desired pécrere om ke sreen /=
idemtilied. T tarn om & lamp, for exam-
ple, & uger poinis fo o pleture af & lamp
an the screen amd palls sir imo the whe
o notivele the lighd.

The onsereen bevboard allows Feen
thiwe will the mos severe hand or &
disabifities o ke prodhacive, Safko sy
Q‘Mlt!ﬁ::-huhnunﬂdlltpud.
Uﬂhl_ﬂhmﬂihhaq'p:'ppmﬂ-m
e minuEE.



