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Innovation has its own awards

Group’s honors go to 4 Arizona inventors

By Guy Webster
The Arizona Republic

A tool that enables quadreplegics to
take control of their lives and another
that could fight malnutrition among
Third World children have earned
their developers two of four Arizona
Innovator of the Year awards.

The other awards from the Arizona

| Innovation Network went Thursday

to the head of a company that has
developed a pesticide made from food
ingredients and to the inventer of a

device that destroys used syringes.
L_On Safko / e Lon Safko, winner of the award
His Safko in the computer category, first
International adapted tllgggm&l}tcr for a paralyzed

man in . After many improve-
Inc. makes ments suggested and tested by hun-
software that  dreds of people with disabilities in the
adapts intervening years, his Tempe com-

pany, Safko International Inc., began
computer marketing the systems in Septembef.
systems for In their most-dramatic applica-
people with tions, the systems enable people who
disabilities have no use of arms or legs to control

hundreds of functions, such as turning
lights on or off, locking or unlocking
doots and dialing a phone.

Various input devices and software
features can adapt the systems to a
range of disabilities, needs and bud-
gets.

The system, named SenSei, costs
about $1,500 to $15,000, depending
on the features.

» Brian Larkins heads a team from
the Plant Sciences Department at the
University of Arizona in Tucson that
won an innovation award in the
medical-bictechnology category for a
fast, cheap way to measure the
amount of a key nutrient, lysine, in
cereal grains.

Lysine is one of the 20 amino acids
that are the building blocks of protein.
Humans and most other mammals
can't make lysine, so they cant
assemble the proteins needed for
growth and living unless they cat it.

— See (UAMRIPLEGK, page F3

TOP INNOVATORS
FOR THIS YEAR
Here are the winners of 1994

Innovator of the Year awards from the
Arizona Innovation Network:

o Lon Safko, president and chief
executive officer, Safko International
Inc., Tempe, for SenSei, a system that
allows disabled people to control
hundreds of functions, such as tuming
lights on or off, locking or unlocking
doors, dialing a phone, or usinga TV
through their computer.

o Brian Larkins, Jeffrey Habben and
Gloverson Moro, University of Arizona
Department of Plant Sciences, Tueson,
for a new method to measure levels of
lysine in cereal grains, to support
programs for breeding more-nutritious
crops.

o Dennis McCormac, president,
Safe-Tee Chemicat Products Co.,
Phoenix, for BK 2 Z, an insecticide
made from food ingredients.

® Peter Vokac, president, DTl Inc.,
Tucson, for the Syringe Destruct, a
device for destroying and disinfecting
medical syringes immediately after use.

Quadriplegic aid, safer pesticide
among Arizona innovation winners

— QUADRIPLEGIC, from page F1

Thal is true of seven other amino
acids, too, but lysine most often is the
bottleneck.

All major grains are deficient in
lysine, limiting the nutritional useful-
ness of protein in the grain unless
lysine comes from something else in
the diet, such as beans. For decades,
increasing the amount of lysine in
grains has been a target for interna-
tional organizations trying lo fight
malnutrition among children.

However, efforts to breed crops for
higher lysine content have been
stymied by the cost and time needed
for measuring lysine. The standard
method costs 850 to $200 per sample
and can take more than two weeks,

Larkins said.

The method he developed with
colleagues Jeffrey Habben and Glov-
erson Moro cuts the cost to about 23
cents per sample, can be done in a day
and probably will be developed into a
simple color-indicator test usable in
the field, he said.

@ Phoenix-based Safe-Tee Chemical
Products Co., and its president,
Dennis McCormac, won the innova-
tion award in the physical-sciences
category for a pesticide that McCor-
mac says is safe enough to eat but
strong enough to kill insects and
scorpions.

McCormac and George Aboud, a
Safe-Tee chemist, began developing
the pesticide five years ago to add to
the company’s line of cleaning prod-

ucts. McCormac plans to begin
marketing the compound under the
name BK 2 Z early next year, as soon
as an ¢xpected patent is granted.

He said that he could not divulge
the ingredients until patent protection
is in place but that they all are
common ingredients in food.

@ Peter Vokac, president of DTI
Inc., Tucson, won an award for
development of a product to destroy
and disinfect medical needles immedi-
ately after their use. The Syringe
Destruct would reduce risk of spread-
ing infectious disease by accidental
needle pricks.

Vokac developed the device for a
company he said he can not yet
identify. That company intends to
begin marketing it early next year.




