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“For
severely and
profoundly
disabled
individuals,
the computer
is no longer
a luxury,

but a
necessity,”
says inventor
Lon Safko.

Y/PRODUCTS

Gt hark imrgan

Yonkers-born inventor markets
computer headset for disabled

By Terri Hall
Sl Wriler

Just because you've built a bet-
ler mousetrap — of think you have
— the world doesn’t necessarily
breatl @ path Lo your door.

S50 Lon 5afke, 3%, &8 Washinglon
sipte invenior born in Yonkers and
reared in Oasining, 15 ealing down
doors o kelp tout his brainstorm
— & compater system designed o
help guadriplegics and olher dis-
abled persons become  indepen-
dent.

Saflo’'s “SenSel” system allows
quadriplegics to conlrol Their envi
ronment as well s develop thear
own in-house “eoltage ndusiey”
and learn 1o be sell-supporiing.
The system, Japancse for ~“master
teasher.” according to Safkn, uses
an Apple Macintosh S5E computer.
a special keadsel that allows peos-
pie 1o operale (he computer by
moving their heads and pulling
ik a twbe. amd commercially
availlable sollware compatible with
Apple systems, 1o whech 5afko has

people for about 37,000 — and that
they would then be shie to make
any required modifications them
sl vies

But Dr Alan Braghtman direc-
tor of special education for Apple
Computer Tre, said Safko is mere-
Iy one of hundreds of "third-party
wiendors and entrepreneurs in the
ficld trying to rome up with some.
thing for pesple wha need 0" and
thalt & system such as Safko’'s prob-
ably can be put together for far
bess than Salko's prioe

‘A persen ke Lon Safko s
cither bep small o make his prod
ucts known o people who can use
them — or he makes them with
cosls Lkat are higher than they
ought 1o be,” Brightman cad (rom
Appie's Cuperting,  Calif,  head-
quarters. <A $7.000 deviee mght as
wiell e restricted 1o a lab selling.
There are a 1ol of other ways o
accomplish the envieonmental con-
trol enids thalt he's Irying to ac-
complish.”

Apple does ool produce  such

Salko. a former civil engineer
nrtd Apple salesman, became inler-
esled in developing a computer
system for the handicapped aller
ke imjured Bn ankbe and  found
himaelf tFrapped on the couch, W
able 1o reach light switches and
television controls.

Earlier voire-achivated systems
designedd by Saflko have been used
successfully with & couple of pa-
tients in hospilals in Washinglon
and ldahe %afko 15 irving o sell
the SenScl system o hospilals and
virlerans’ organizalions

“I'm trying to get the word out
o Dt people KAow there are things
avmlable,” he said

Hrightman agrecd ihat such
syslems can solve many problems
for some ol

It wsed Lo be that the comput-
ef e a lob of people was consed-
ered a luxury.” Brightman said. 1
believe thal for severely and pro-
foundly disabled ndividueals, the
computer & no longer & lusury, but
a neeessily — in the same way Lhat
& wheelchair s & necessity There



